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2009 PESACH SCHEDULE 5769 
 

Saturday, April 4 Shabbat Hagadol (special d’rasha) 9:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, April 7  B’dikat Chametz (search for Chametz) at 8:15 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, April 8 Shacharit followed by Siyum at 6:30 a.m. 
   Chametz not to be eaten after 10:18 a.m. 
   Birkat haChamah—Blessing of the Sun—10:30 am (see pg. 2) 
   Biur (burning of) Chametz by 11:33 a.m. 
   Eiruv Tavshilin (see page 5) 
   Pesach begins with candle lighting before 7:16 p.m. 
   Minchah, Maariv at 7:15 p.m. 
   First Seder is held, beginning no earlier than 8:19 p.m. 
 

Thursday, April 9 Shacharit at 9:00 am (We offer prayer for Tal (Dew)) 
   Daf Yomi 6:30 p.m. 

Minchah 7:25 p.m., Brief Shiur, Maariv at 8:00 p.m. 
We begin counting the Omer this evening 

   Candle lighting after 8:20 p.m. 
   Second Seder is held; begin preparing no earlier than 8:20 p.m. 
 

Friday, April 10  Shacharit at 9:00 a.m.  
   Daf Yomi 6:30 p.m. 
   Candle lighting before 7:18 p.m. 
   Minchah, Kabbalat Shabbat, Maariv at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 

Shabbat, April 11 Shabbat Chol HaMo’ed  
   Shacharit at 9:00 a.m. (Reading of Shir HaShirim) 
   Eat Seuda Shlishit at home before Mincha 
   Mincha at 7:15 p.m., followed by Shiur on “Machine Matzah” 
   Shabbat ends at 8:22 p.m. 
 

Sunday, April 12 Shacharit at 8:30 a.m., Mincha, Maariv at 7:20 p.m. 
  

Monday, April 13  Shacharit at 6:30 a.m., Mincha, Maariv at 7:20 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, April 14 Shacharit at 6:30 a.m. 
   Candle Lighting before 7:22 p.m.   Mincha, Maariv at 7:25 p.m. 
    
Wednesday, April 15 Shacharit at 9:00 a.m.  
   Daf Yomi at 6:30 p.m. 
   Mincha 7:30 p.m., Shiur, Maariv at 8:05 p.m. 
   Candle Lighting & preparation for 8th Day after 8:26 p.m. 
 
Thursday, April 16 Shacharit at 9 a.m. 
   Yizkor Memorial Service, 10:30 a.m. (approx.) 
   Mincha, Shiur on “Civilian Casualties in War” at 7:30 p.m. 
   Maariv, Yom Tov concludes at 8:27 p.m. 
 
One may assume that Chametz sold by R’ Torczyner will have been 
repurchasd by 10:00 p.m. 
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ABBI’S MESSAGE 
 

On Erev Pesach, Wednesday,    
April 8, barring snow, rain or heavy 
clouds, we will celebrate Birkat 
haChamah, the Blessing of the Sun, 
an event which occurs once in 28 
years. 
 
We reviewed material regarding 
this practice in a series of classes 
last Pesach, and then in a Women’s 
Class a few months ago, but here is 
a br ie f FAQ o f relevant 
information: 
 
1. What is this mitzvah about? 
We recite Birkat haChamah to 
recognize that Gd created our 
universe. 
 
The Talmud mentions reciting a 
blessing when the Sun is perceived 
in its “tekufah,” a term which may 
mean “strength” and which may 
mean “season.” 
 
One view is that this means we 
recite a blessing upon seeing the 
Sun after a three-day period of 
cloud cover—when the Sun’s 
strength is suddenly evident to us 
after a period of absence. 
 
The other view, which is 
maintained as law, is that we recite 
a blessing upon seeing the Sun 
return to its original position 
relative to the Earth, from the 
moment of its creation. This is the 
Sun’s “season.” 
 
Our sages disagreed on the precise 
calculation we use to determine this 
moment, but the calculation we use 
results in a date in the Spring every 
28 years. It does not have to be 
Erev Pesach—but this year, it is. 
 
 

2. How do we perform this 
mitzvah? 
The most basic form of the 
mitzvah is this: Go outside in the 
morning, after sunrise, and spot 
the Sun. When you see the Sun, 
turn away from it (lest you 
appear to be praying to the Sun 
itself) and recite, �� ���� �����	
��
��� �
��� 
����� ���� ������
��
���  Blessed are You, Gd, 
King of the Universe, who 
performs the deeds of Creation. 

Customarily, we add certain 
recitations for this rare occasion. 
For example, some recite Psalms 
19, 136 and 148, as well as the 
piyut (poem) from Shabbat 
morning, Kel Adon. 
 
Gd-willing, we will hold a brief 
ceremony for this purpose in the 
parking lot at Sons at 10:30 AM 
on Erev Pesach. 
 
3a. Must this be performed in 
the morning? (aka "Can't you 
wait until after I have prepared 
the maror and charoset?!") 
 

It must be done in the morning, as 
this is the time closest to the proper 
alignment of Earth and Sun. Ideally 
it should be performed as close to 
sunrise as possible, but one may do 
it any time in the first quarter of the 
day – until 9:48 AM in Allentown. 
 
3b. Then wouldn’t it be more 
appropriate to say Birkat 
haChamah privately and earlier, 
rather than wait for the group at 
10:30 AM? 
 
A talmud ic passage (Rosh 
HaShanah 32b) does seem to 
indicate that performing a mitzvah 
early trumps performing it with a 
larger group, but, as halachic 
authorities have pointed out, we do 
delay in order to perform mitzvot in 
a better fashion, such as in a large 
group, where we are not concerned 
about losing the opportunity 
altogether. 
 
4. What happens if it’s cloudy? 
There is some debate regarding this 
issue. In practice, the authorities 
recommend not doing it if the 
clouds form a thick screen. 
 
5. What about someone with 
i m p a i r e d  v i s i o n ? 
Rav Ovadia Yosef (Yechaveh Daat 
4:8:9-11) has ruled that one may 
recite this berachah even if one only 
sees the sun through glasses, or 
even from indoors if there is no 
other option. One who is blind, 
though, should answer Amen to 
another’s blessing. 
 
 

�����������������������	���
���������
���
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Blessed are You, Gd, 

King of the Unverse, 

who performs the 

deeds of Creation! 
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ROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

By Mike Notis 
 
Chazeret & the Seder Plate 
 
When I was kid I was always 
confused by the setup of the Seder 
Plate.  

It usually has six places for the 
needed items, but not necessarily 
in the same position. The positions 
are identified as Charoset,  
Beitzah, Z’roa, Karpas, Maror, and 
Chazeret. I knew what most were 
but I asked about Chazeret, and I 
was told “its optional”. What did 
that mean? Either we need it or  we 
don’t!  So I decided to find out 
more about it. 
 
The Mishna (Pesachim 2:6) speaks 
of Chazeret as one of the herbs 
(vegetables) that can be used on 
Passover to fulfill one's religious 
obligation. It was not, however, 
uniformly adopted by all  
authorities. Rabbi Isaac Luria, the 
16th century mystic of German 
extraction, also known as the 
Ari' (using the initials:                
ha-Ashkenazi Rabbi Isaac), is 
known to have used Chazeret as 
one of the symbolic foods on his 
Passover table. But, the equally 

great 18th century scholar, Rabbi 
Elijah of Lithuania (better known 
as `The Vilna Gaon'), did not place 
Chazeret on his Seder table. The 
authorities are divided on the 
requirement of Chazeret, so not all 
communities use it. Also, since the 
commandment to eat the paschal 
lamb "with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs" uses the plural ("bitter 
herbs") most Seder plates have a 
place for Chazeret. Some use a 
green vegetable (such as lettuce - 
as long as lettuce is not also used 
for Karpas), some use the green top 
of a bitter herb, while some use a 
second bitter (such as radish) for 
the Chazeret. 
 
As to the arrangement of the Seder 
plate, there are two basic traditions: 
the mystic tradition of Isaac Luria, 
adopted as the hasidic way, and the 
more practical rationale, as 
codified by Rabbi Moses Isserles 
(Remah) in his gloss on the 
Shulchan Arukh (Orach Chayyim 
473:4). Luria views the various 
foods as representing the mystical 
characteristics of the ten primeval 
Sefirot, or divine emanations, 
which, at Creation, bridged the 
abyss between the pure spirituality 
of G-d and the physical world that 
came into being as an extension of 
His creativity. Luria's concept of 
the Seder foods, as symbolizing 
those ten qualities, prompted him 
to insist that they be placed in an 
order appropriate to their 
respective position in the mystical 
order of emanations. He therefore 
required that the items that 
symbolize the higher order of 
qualities be placed at the highest 
position (furthest away from the 
Seder leader), and those 
representing lower levels of 
emanation be at the bottom, closest 

to hand. Thus, at the very top 
Luria has the three Matzot 
(representing Keter, Chokhmah, 
and Binah). Beneath them are 
positioned, to the right, the shank 
bone (Chesed), and to the left, the 
egg (Gevurah). Beneath them, and 
centered, is placed the Maror 
(Tiferet); and beneath it we have, 
on the right, Charoset (Netzach) 
and to the left, Karpas (Hod). 
Beneath them, in the center, we 
have the Chazeret (the lettuce, 
recommended by Luria for use as 
Maror in Hillel's sandwich, and 
representative of the Yesod 
emanation). Luria viewed the 
Seder plate itself as symbolizing 
the final emanation of Malkhut. 
 
The order preferred by Isserles 
follows the talmudic principle of 
Ein maavirin al ha-mitzvot (see 
Talmud Yoma 33b and Tosafot,   
D. H. Avurei, Talmud Yoma 33b), 
"We should not pass by mitzvot," 
but attend to them in the order that 
they present themselves. Thus, the 
foods have to be arranged so that 
they come to hand in order, as they 
are required. Accordingly, the egg 
and shank bone are placed farthest 
away (the right and left side, 
respectively). Below, and 
centered, is the Maror. Beneath 
that are placed Charoset and 
Karpas (right and left, 
respectively), and, closest to hand 
(bottom and centered), the 
Chazeret. At the side of the dish, 
the saltwater should be nearer than 
the Matzot. According to this 
arrangement, one does not need to 
pass one's hand over any of the 
foods that one will not be eating 
just yet. 
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seven attributes necessary to sustain 
the world, as exemplified by our great 
ancestors, the seven shepherds of 
Israel. 
 
These are the same seven shepherds 
whom we invite to visit us in the 
Sukkah: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Moses, Aaron, Jacob and David. 
 
Abraham is the outstanding example 
of the attribute of lovingkindness. 
Even when he was suffering the pain 
of circumcision, he hurried to 
welcome three strangers as his guests 
and did everything for their comfort. 
He also had compassion on the sinners 
of Sodom, and tried to persuade Gd 
not to destroy them. According to the 
Midrash, he also visited Ishmael after 
the latter had been banished from his 
camp, because he could not eliminate 
the loving concern of a parent from his 
heart. 
 

Isaac, who unflinchingly faced death 
in obedience to Gd’s command, 
personified the attribute of heroic 
strength. Jacob – the ish tam – 
embodied the glory of simplicity. 
 
Moses is credited with the attribute of 
eternity, because it was by his hand 
that the Torah – the only thing of 
permanent value man possesses – was 
brought into the world. Although 
Aaron was Moses’ elder brother, he 
was never jealous of his sibling’s 
preeminence. Instead, he gladly 
learned Torah from him, loved peace 
and pursued it. For these qualities, he 
was said to personify the attribute of 
splendor. 
 
In resisting the advances of Potiphar’s 
wife, Joseph personified moral virtue, 
which serves as the foundation upon 
which the world rests. 
 
David became a great king, the 
personification of sovereignty, but 
remained a humble shepherd in his 
own eyes. In his beautiful psalms, he 
celebrated Gd’s sovereignty, rather 
than his own. 

According to the mystic tradition, each 
week of the Omer should be dedicated 
to contemplating one of the attributes 
described above. For example, on the 
first night of the first week, we should 
contemplate Abraham’s attribute of 
lovingkindness; on the second night, 
lovingkindness combined with heroic 
strength; on the third, lovingkindness 
combined with the glory of simplicity, 
etc. Thus, by the end of the seventh 
week, we will have contemplated each 
of the seven attributes, both alone and 
in combination with all of the others. 
 
We are told that our ancestors 
contemplated these same attributes 
when they counted the days of the 
Omer for the first time, on the seven-
week trek from Egypt to Mount Sinai. 
Although they lived before King David, 
they did not need his example to 
contemplate Gd’s sovereignty, because 
they had seen ample demonstration in 
his miracles, and had celebrated it with 
songs of their own. By the time they 
reached the holy mountain, they had 
mended their ways sufficiently to be 
deemed worthy of receiving the Torah. 
 
As we count the Omer, we realize that 
the ritual is still necessary to help us 
strengthen those attributes that serve as 
an antidote to the enticements of a 
surrounding society whose values are 
often at odds with those of the Torah. 
In addition to the quote with which we 
began this essay (foray?), our ears echo 
with the words  of  Freudian 
psychoanalysts warning against the 
dangers of sexual frustration and 
Timothy Leary exhorting us to “Turn 
on, tune in and drop out.” 
 
Dear sisters, let us tune them out, and 
concentrate instead on cultivating the 
attributes of our own seven shepherds. 
These qualities constitute not only the 
building blocks and foundation of the 
world, but also the devek (glue) which 
holds society together and bonds 
ourselves – both body and soul – to 
HaShem. 

 

  
ROM THE SISTERHOOD 
   

By Miriam Kiss 
 
4,000 Years and Counting 
 
“Everything I like is illegal, immoral or 
fattening!” 
 
The wag who invented this maxim 
lived in the 20th century, but it could 
well have served as the motto of the 
pleasure-loving Egyptians. Under their 
influence, our own ancestors are said to 
have sunk to the 49th of 50 levels of 
immorality. At that point, HaShem 
mercifully redeemed them from slavery 
and provided them with opportunities 
to correct their deficiencies. 
 
We relive their redemption at the 
Passover Seders. On the 16th of Nissan 
– the night of the second Seder – we 
also begin counting the Omer. In 
ancient Israel, this ritual marked the 
beginning of the barley harvest. Our 
ancestors brought an omer (sheaf) of 
barley to the Temple in Jerusalem, 
where it was waved and offered to 
HaShem. Then, in accordance with His 
commandment in Vayikra 23:15-16, 
they counted 49 more days until the 
festival of Shavuoth. 
 
Although virtually none of the 
agriculturally-based mitzvoth – with 
the possible exception of taking the 
four species on Sukkoth – are practiced 
in Diaspora,  observant  J ews 
everywhere still assiduously count the 
Omer, taking note of both the number 
of days and of weeks that have passed. 
Why should this ritual have survived? 
 
According to Eliyahu Kitov (The Book 
of Our Heritage. Vol. II, Jerusalem, 
1997), many reasons have been offered 
by various rabbis. In the mystic 
tradition, the seven weeks of the Omer 
are seen as a period during which we 
can rectify those spiritual deficiencies 
which prevent us from cultivating 
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OOKING CORNER 
 

By Regina Brenner 
 

Passover will soon be upon us.  I 
am sure that most of us will be  
entertaining vegetarians and we 
rack our brains as to what to serve 
in lieu of meat.  The following  
recipe is perfect.  It can be used to 
make cutlets or to make a kugel. 
 
Vegetable Cutlets 
 
Ingredients: 
 
3 T. olive oil 
1 chopped green pepper 
1 large onion, chopped  
 (about 1 1/2 cups) 
2 1/2 cups chopped carrot 
3 T. chopped parsley 
10 ounces chopped spinach  
 (fresh or frozen) 
3 eggs, beaten 
1 1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. pepper 
3/4 cup matzo meal 
Additional olive oil for frying 
 
Sauté green pepper, onion, parsley, 
and carrot in oil for 5 minutes.  
Cook spinach, drain.  Combine all 
vegetables.  Add eggs, salt, pepper, 
and matzo meal.  Drop by heaping 
spoonful into hot oil.  Brown well 
on both sides.  Makes 12-15      
cutlets.  This can also be made into 
a kugel and baked at 350 degrees 
for 40 minutes.  For a kugel,    
double the amounts, put it into a   
9 x 13 pan, sprinkle with paprika, 
and drizzle with a bit of olive oil. 
 
(Ruth’s Kitchen, based on an old 
Manishewitz recipe) 
 
 

 
If anyone would like to 
host a person or persons 
who are looking for a 
place for the Seder,  

please contact  
Rabbi Torczyner.   

~~~ 
If you are looking or know 
someone who is looking 
for a place for the Seders,  

please contact  
Rabbi Torczyner.   

Thank you! 

�
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Certain types of cooking are   
permitted on a normal Yom 
Tov, but a rabbinic prohibition 
forbids cooking on Yom Tov 
for the following Shabbos. 
Thus one may not cook, or 
even light  Shabbos candles, 
on Friday, April 10th, the 2nd 
Day of Pesach, for the    
Shabbos which begins that 
night. 
 
The rabbis included a loophole 
in their prohibition, though, so 
as not to create hardship in a 
three-day Yom Yov like this 
year’s situation. If one begins 
to prepare for Shabbos on  
Wednesday, before Yom Tov, 
one may continue and cook on 
Friday for Shabbos. 
 
Therefore, we create “Eruv 
Tavshilin ”  foods on Wednes-
day, thereby beginning to cook 
for Shabbos. The process, 
which is simple, quick and 
painless , is described in the 
standard Artscroll Siddur on 
the bottom of page 654. For 
more information on this, 
please contact me. 
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UTLOOKS ON YOUTH 
 

Dear Members, 
 
Here are some of the exciting 
events for our youth over the next 
several months. 

Get your car clean for Pesach and 
support the SOI Youth Department 
in the process. Buy car wash 
vouchers for the Kuhnsville Car 
Wash. 

Keep your kitchens Pesach ready 
and enjoy a great meal! 
Watch for details about the       
Pre-Pesach sandwich sale 
April 5th  

Join Rabbi Torczyner and Judy 
Slyper for pre- holiday story time 

and craft projects. 

April 5th 

Weekly shaboss groups with Snif 
Binei Akivah 
Listen for times and locations 
each week in shul. 
 

 
More exciting NCSY programs 
are being planned for the          
upcoming months! 
 
Join us every Shabbos morning 
for Youth Groups and Junior          
Congregation. 
 
Keep your eyes and ears open for 
other events and programs to be 
announced soon! 
 
Have a Happy Pesach! 
 
Moshe Markowitz 
VP Youth Programming 
Congregation Sons of Israel 
 

ALICE ECKARDT CONTEST 
FOR HOLOCAUST WRITING 
AND VISUAL ARTS 
 
The annual Alice Eckardt Contest 
for Holocaust Writing and Visual 
Arts is open to all students in  
middle and high schools in the  
Lehigh Valley and surrounding 
region.  In past years, the contest 
has served as a wonderful venue 
for students to express their     
written points of view on themes 
relating to the Holocaust.  This 
year a visual arts component has 
been added. 
  
This year's theme, "Broken Glass 
– Shattered Lives", is in          
commemoration of the 70th        
anniversary of Kristallnacht.  This 
seminal event in the reign of Nazi 
terror addresses the bridge to the 
Final Solution of the Holocaust 
against the Jews of Europe. 
  
To participate and learn more 
about this contest, please contact 
the synagogue office.  The contest 
this year will end on April 8th, 
with judging f in ished on         
April 17th.   
 
First, second and third place prizes 
in both high school and middle 
school divisions, and in writing 
and visual arts categories will be 
awarded.  An additional prize will 
be given to all winning students.  
As well as US Savings bonds, all 
winners will be invited to travel to 
the US Holocaust Memorial     
Museum in Washington DC on 
April 26th (one parent may        
accompany each student for this 
daytrip). 
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utensils used throughout the year (and 
not koshered for Pesach) should be 
stored in closets or rooms which are 
not easily accessible (locked or taped 
shut).  This Chametz should be sold 
to a non-Jew, as we explained above.  

  

· Clean the entire house thoroughly to 
remove even crumbs and small pieces 
of food.  

  

· Check for Chametz in the car and 
office (desks and drawers, etc.), 
clothes, pockets (especially the 
children's), pocketbooks, and attaché 
cases.  Vacuum cleaner bags 
containing edible Chametz should be 
discarded or cleaned.  

 

How to Prepare the Kitchen 
 

To prepare the kitchen for Pesach, we 
must kasher it from Chametz that has 
been cooked in it 
 

Dishes and Utensils:  Have special sets of 
dishes, silverware, pots, pans and other 
utensils for Pesach use only. (If necessary, 
certain 'year-round' utensils may be used, 
provided they are kashered for Pesach.  
To do so, consult a rabbi). 
Self-cleaning oven: Clean oven and run a 
self-cleaning cycle for a period longer 
than the longest time you use for baking. 
Conventional oven: Clean every part, and 
leave for 24 hours. Heat to the highest 
temperature possible for 1 hour. 
Stoves: Clean surface, then heat the 
burners, grates and iron parts until they 
glow red-hot. The stove-top should be 
covered afterwards with aluminum foil. 
For smooth-top stoves, see the rabbi. 
Microwave Ovens: Clean thoroughly. 
Fill with water a clean container that has 
not been used in the past 24 hours.  Turn 
on the microwave and let the water steam 
heavily. Turn it off and wipe out the 
inside. To use the microwave during 
Pesach, use a flat piece of styrofoam or 
any other thick object as a separation 
between the bottom of the oven and the 
cooking dish.  When cooking, the food 
should be covered from all sides.  
Sink: Meticulously clean.  For 24 hours 
before kashering, do not pour hot water 
into the sink.  Then, boil water in a clean 
pot which has not been used in 24 hours, 
and pour it – while it is still bubbling - on 
to every part of the sink, including the 
drain stopper.  If the sink is not metal, line 
it with contact paper. 

Your Passover Guide 
 
Introduction  
 

On Pesach (Passover) we celebrate the 
liberation of the Jewish people. This 
transcends our physical liberation from 
Egyptian slavery. We were granted our 
spiritual freedom from the ‘abominations 
of Egypt,’ for the civilization of ancient 
Egypt was steeped in idolatry and 
immorality. 
B e y o n d  t h a t ,  t h e  n a m e 
"Egypt" (‘Mitzrayim,’ in Hebrew) implies 
‘limitations,’ or narrow straits. In a very 
real sense, freedom from the 
'abominations of Egypt' is freedom from 
narrowness of mind, freedom from a 
constricted heart. 
The Torah laws concerning Pesach, 
besides being Divine commandments, 
help us experience this spirit of freedom: 
 
How to Sell the Chametz 
 

Since possession of Chametz is prohibited 
on Pesach, we need to sell all Chametz 
(and the Chametz adhering to utensils 
which have not been thoroughly cleaned) 
to a non-Jew. The Chametz has been 
stored away in closets or rooms while 
preparing the home for Pesach. Now we 
lock or tape shut the closets or rooms, and 
they are leased to the non-Jew at the time 
of the sale. Since there are many legal 
intricacies in this sale, only a competent 
rabbi should be entrusted with its 
execution. The rabbi acts as our agent 
both to sell the Chametz to the non-Jew on 
the morning before Pesach starts and to 
buy it back the evening after Pesach ends. 
 
How to Prepare the Home   
 

Unique to Pesach is the eating of matzah 
[Note: Matzah used all year round is not 
for Pesach use. Only Matzah baked 
especially for Pesach may be used on 
Pesach.], and the stringent prohibition 
against eating or possessing Chametz. 
“Chametz” is a general term for all food 
and drink made from wheat, barley, rye, 
oats, spelt or their derivatives, which is 
forbidden on Pesach because it is 
leavened.  Even food containing only a 
trace of Chametz is prohibited and must 
be removed from our homes. 
 
Getting Rid of Chametz  
· Obvious Chametz -- both food and 

Refrigerator, Freezer, Cupboards, 
Closets, Tables and Counters:  
Thoroughly clean and scrub them to 
remove any crumbs and residue.  
Afterwards, cover with a heavy covering 
those surfaces that come into contact with 
hot food or utensils.  
 
Tablecloths/Napkins: Launder, low 
density, no starch. 
 

Shopping for Pesach 
 

While shopping for Pesach we must be 
careful that the foods we buy are not only 
kosher but are also kosher for Pesach -- 
that is, Chametz-free.  
 

Starting from Scratch: All fresh fruits 
and vegetables, as well as all kosher cuts 
of meat and kosher fish, are kosher for 
Pesach -- provided they have been 
prepared in accordance with Jewish law 
and have not come into contact with 
Chametz or Chametz utensils. The 
prevailing Ashkenazi custom is that on 
Pesach we do not eat rice, millet, corn, 
mustard, legume, (beans, etc.), or foods 
made from one of these ingredients.  
 

Commercially Prepared Products: 
There are many kosher-for-Pesach 
packaged foods available.  However, care 
must be used to purchase only those 
packaged foods that have reliable 
Rabbinical supervision which is valid for 
Pesach. Obviously, all leavened foods 
made from wheat, barley, rye, oats or spelt 
are actual Chametz and are prohibited on 
Pesach.  Examples are bread, cake, cereal, 
spaghetti, beer and whiskey. 
 

Check that Medicine Cabinet  Some 
medicines, sprays and cosmetics contain 
Chametz. Consult a competent Rabbi as to 
which ones may be used on Pesach. The 
same applies to pet food. 
 
Searching for Chametz and Burning It  
 

When to search: Make a formal search of 
the home for Chametz, while holding a lit 
candle.  It is customary to distribute ten 
small, individual, wrapped pieces of 
Chametz throughout the home before the 
search. The search should be conducted 
on Tuesday, April 7, as soon after        
8:15 PM as possible. 
One who is leaving his home for Pesach 
should conduct the search on the last night 
he will be at home. 
 



Hamodi'a Page 9 

Al-mighty slew the first-born of Egypt, 
He spared the first-born of the Children of 
Israel.  Therefore, all first-born sons of 
Israel, or fathers of first-born sons under 
13, fast on the day before Pesach, in 
gratitude to the Al-mighty.   
It has, however, been a custom for many 
centuries that this fast day is broken by a 
festive meal in celebration of the 
conclusion of the study of a book of the 
Talmud.  This takes place after the      
6:30 a.m. minyan in the synagogue. 
 

Eruv Tavshilin : Certain types of cooking 
are normally permitted on Yom Tov, but 
there is a rabbinic prohibition forbidding 
such cooking on Yom Tov for the 
following Shabbat. Thus one may not 
cook, or even light Shabbat candles, on 
Friday, April 10, for the Shabbat which 
begins that night. 
The rabbis included a loophole in their 
prohibition, though, so as not to create 
great hardship in a three-day Yom Yov 
like this year’s situation. If one begins to 
prepare for Shabbat on the Wednesday 
before Yom Tov, one may continue by 
cooking on Friday for Shabbat. Thus we 
create an Eiruv Tavshilin on Wednesday, 
thereby beginning to cook for Shabbat. 
The process, which is simple, quick and 
painless, is described in the standard 
Artscroll Siddur on the bottom of page 
654. For more information, please see 
page 5. 
 

Seder Preparation: Before Pesach, 
prepare the chicken neck, horseradish and 
charoset for both Seder nights. 
For the second Seder, set the table and 
prepare the meal after the first day·of 
Yom Tov ends.  See the Pesach Calendar 
for the exact time. 
 

The Concluding Days of Pesach: Pesach 
is eight days long.  The last two days of 
Pesach are also Yom Tov.  Pesach does 
not end until nightfall after the eighth day 
of Pesach.  The actual time is indicated on 
the Pesach Calendar.  Until that time, no 
Chametz should be bought or eaten. 
 

The Seder 
 

The Seder: The first two nights of 
Pesach, we conduct a Seder -- a festive 
yet solemn event.  At a table royally set 
with our best crystal and silver and the 
finest of kosher wines, we reenact the 
exodus from Egypt in ancient times.  Then 
we pray for the forthcoming redemption 
speedily in our days. 

The Blessing: Recite the following 
blessing before the search:  Baw-ruch Ah-
toh Ah-do-noi Eh-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Hah-
o-lom Ah-sher Kih-dih-shah-nu Bih-mitz-
vo-sov Vih-tzi·vah-nu Awl Be-oor Cham-
matz.  Blessed are you, L-rd our G-d, 
King of the universe, who has sanctified 
us with His commandments, and has 
commanded us to remove the leaven. 
 

Searching: After the blessing, hold the lit 
candle and search for Chametz in every 
room, as well as any other areas of the 
home that may have Chametz, such as the 
basement, attic, garage, or car. 
When the search is completed, recite the 
following:  All leaven or anything 
leavened which is in my possession, which 
I have neither seen nor removed, and 
about which I am unaware, shall be 
considered naught and ownerless as the 
dust of the earth. 
Then take all the Chametz that was found 
in the search, cover it securely and place it 
in a conspicuous spot, to be burned in the 
morning.  Food intended to be sold or 
eaten later should similarly be carefully 
put aside.  The search should also be 
conducted in one’s place of business, on 
the last night one will be there before 
Pesach. 
 

Burning the Chametz: On Wednesday 
morning, April 8, burn the Chametz that 
was found during the search, or that was 
left over from breakfast and not stored 
with the Chametz which will be sold to 
the non-Jew.  The deadline for this 
burning is 11:33 AM.  
 

After the Chametz has been destroyed, 
recite the following:  All leaven or 
anything leavened which is in my 
possession, whether I have seen it or not, 
whether I have observed it or not, whether 
I have removed it or not shall be 
completely considered naught and 
ownerless as the dust of the earth. Each 
household member should recite this. 
 
 

The Eight Days of Pesach 
 

The Morning Before Pesach: On Erev 
Pesach (Pesach eve), Chametz may be 
eaten only in the early hours of the 
morning, until the time indicated on the 
Pesach Calendar.  After that time only 
foods which are kosher for Pesach may be 
eaten.  However, we do not eat matzah 
until the Seder. 
 

Fast of the First-Born: When the         

In tbe Footsteps of our Forefathers: At 
the Seder, each person views himself as if 
he were going out of Egypt.  We begin 
with our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. We are with our people as they 
descend into exile and suffer cruel 
oppression.  We are with them when Gd 
sends ten plagues to punish Pharaoh and 
his nation, with them as they leave Egypt 
and with them at the crossing of the Red 
Sea.  We witness the miraculous hand of 
G-d as the waters part, allowing the 
Israelites to pass, and then return, 
thundering over the Egyptian legions. 
 

Matzah, tbe 'Food of Faith': We left 
Egypt in such haste, there was no time to 
wait for the bread to rise, and we ate 
Matzah, unleavened bread.  With only 
Matzah, our ancestors faithfully relied on 
Gd to provide sustenance for an entire 
nation. Therefore each year to fulfill the 
commandment of "Matzah shall you      
eat. . ." we eat matzah the first two nights 
of Pesach. 
 

The Humblest of Foods: Matzah itself 
symbolizes faith. In contrast to leavened 
food, the matzah is not ‘enriched’ with oil, 
honey, etc. It is simple flour and water, 
which is not allowed to rise.  Similarly, the 
only ‘ingredients’ for faith are humility 
and submission to Gd, which come from 
the realization of our ‘nothingness’ and 
‘intellectual poverty’ in the face of the 
infinite wisdom of the Creator. 
 

Shmurah Matzah: Shmurah means 
‘watched,’ and this is an apt description of 
this matzah (unleavened bread). The wheat 
used is carefully protected against any 
contact with water from the moment of 
harvest, since water would cause leavening 
and disqualify the wheat from Pesach use.  
These matzahs are kneaded and shaped by 
hand, similar to the Matzah baked by the 
Children of Israel on their way out of 
Egypt.  They are baked under strict 
supervision to avoid any possibility of 
leavening.  Shmurah matzah should be 
used on each of the two Seder nights, for 
the three matzahs of the Seder plate.  For a 
more meaningful and happy Pesach, have 
Shmurah matzah at your Seder table. 
If you did not order Shmurah Matzah  and 
would like some, please check with our 
office.  We might have some extra 
available. 
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In honor of Diana Fischmann’s 
engagement to Noah Orenstein 
The Simons 
 

In honor of Matthew Stein’s engagement 
to Kimberly Boehler 
The Simons 
 

LIBRARY FUND  
 

In memory of Jay Scherline’s beloved 
father 
Ross, Feller, Casey, LLP,  
 Attorneys at Law 
 

In honor of Diana Fischmann’s 
engagement to Noah Orenstein 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 

KIDDUSH FUND 
 

A happy birthday to Ralph Weiner 
Cooky & Mike Notis 
Randi & Gershon Spiegelman & Family 
 

MOTY HORNSTEIN ENDOWMENT 
FUND 
 

In honor of Howard Morgenstein’s special 
birthday 
Ira & Erica Robbins 
 

In honor of Alan & Abby Wiener’s 40th 
wedding anniversary 
Ira & Erica Robbins 
 

In memory of Maurice Ojalvo’s beloved 
father 
Judith Saranga 
 

In memory of Neil Glickstein’s beloved 
father 
Judith Saranga 
 

RABBI’S BENEVOLENT FUND  
 

In honor of the birth of Roberta & Jeff 
Epstein’s grandson, Charlie Ray 
Joe Aflalo 
 

In memory of Carole Aflalo 
Rusty & Nate Schiff 
Linda & Mike Miller 
Abbott & Judy D’ver 
 

In memory of Ira Robbins’ beloved 
mother 
Rebecca & Daniel Robbins 
Abbott & Judy D’ver 
 

In memory of Gerry Popick 
Joe Aflalo 

 
OUR DONATIONS 
 

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND  
 

In memory of Maurice Ojalvo’s beloved 
father 
Debbie Ovitz 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In honor of Howard Morgenstein’s special 
birthday 
Barbara & Arthur Weinrach 
 

In memory of Ilene Levin-Dando’s 
beloved mother 
Judy Lasker 
Sandra Skepton-Dror & Family 
Arnold & Carole Marder 
Myra & Steve Russek 
 

In memory of Maurice Ojalvo’s beloved 
father 
Regina Brenner 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
 

To the Kirsh family in memory of their 
beloved wife, mother, and grandmother 
Regina Brenner 
 

In memory of Carolyn Katwan’s beloved 
mother 
Regina Brenner 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
 

In honor of the birth of Steve & Lisa 
Shedroff’s twin grandchildren, Ryan 
Alexander and Kaitlyn Gabrielle 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
 

In honor of Caren Torczyner for passing 
her Bar exam. 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
 

YOUTH FUND 
 

A speedy recovery to Mike Weinberg 
The Simons 
 

In honor of the birth of Roberta & Jeff 
Epstein’s grandson, Charlie Ray 
The Simons 
 

In honor of Jake Vigneri’s engagement to 
Alla Kligman 
The Simons 
 

A happy birthday to Ralph Weiner 
The Simons 

Yasher Koach — Thank You for Your Thoughtfulness! 

In memory of Jeannie Miller’s beloved 
brother 
Abbott & Judy D’ver 
 

In memory of Ilene Levin-Dando’s 
beloved mother 
Abbott & Judy D’ver 
Margie & Phillip Vigneri 
Jan, Glenn, Naomi & Noah Ehrich 
 

In honor of Jake Vigneri’s engagement to 
Alla Kligman 
Abbott & Judy D’ver 
 

In honor of Diana Fischmann’s 
engagement to Noah Orenstein 
Sam & Sylvia Bub 
Anita & Mark Lester 
 

To Rabbi Torczyner in appreciation of his 
kindness during our shiva for Neil’s 
beloved mother, Jean Glickstein 
Eydie & Neil Glickstein 
 

In memory of Esriel Rosenfeld 
Anita & Mark Lester 
 

MEL BESEN ENDOWMENT FUND  
 

In honor of Howard Morgenstein’s special 
birthday 
The Ackerman Family 
Sandra & Seymour Preis 
 

CLAYTON HYMAN MEMORIAL FUND  
 

In memory of Yehuda Ohayon 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Hyman 
 
FELDMAN/MELLNER ENDOWMENT 
FUND 
 

In loving memory of Carol Ann Mellner 
Dave Mellner 
 

MARGE GOLDBERG TORAH COVER 
FUND 
 

In memory of Judy Goldrich’s beloved 
mother 
Charles & Darylne Goldberg 
 

MARGOT WEISS FUND 
 

In memory of Marilyn Friedman 
Ed & Beth Posner 
 

In memory of Jay Scherline’s beloved 
father 
Ed & Beth Posner 
 

In memory of Carole Aflalo 
Ed & Beth Posner 
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A CALL FOR MA’OS CHITTIM 
 

If you would like to donate for Ma’os Chittim — funds 
for Passover provisions for the poor — please send a 
check to the synagogue office made out to either the 
Rabbi’s Benevolent Fund or Od Yosef Chai. If you 
know of anyone in our community who could use some 
financial aid for Pesach, please contact Rabbi 
Torczyner discreetly. Thank you. 

 
AHRZEITS 
 

 
APRIL 

 

*Rabbi Solomon Krevsky  1 
Morris Kritz   1 
Minnie Schofer   2 
Walter Knie   3 
June Siegel   4 
*Helen Ufberg   4 
*Freda Koton   5 
*Aaron Klass   7 
*Josef Segel   8 
Minnie Katz   8 
Edith Lea Hassidi   8 
*Clara Dash   8 
Lawrence Meyer   9 
Arie Smooha   9 
Henry Bayarsky   9 
Yetta Paskowitz   9 
*Solomon Schifreen  9 
*Josephine Wruble  10 
*Frank Sofranscy   10 
Miriam Atlas   11 
Dolly Pfeiffer   12 
Nahame Faiga   12 
*Lydia Jaegendorf  14 
*Sydelle Weiss   14 
*Betty Phillips   15 
Melvin Besen   15 
Gertrude Heyman  15 
*Harold Beck   16 
*Sarah Beck   16 
Stanley Fox   16 
*Lotti Fischmann   16 
*Esther Levitt   17 
Samuel Abraham Kantziper 17 
*Meyer M. Brickman  17 
Robert Wilf   18 
Reba Kernis   18 
Simon Szejnblum   19 
Steven Blinder   19 
*Sophie Weisman  20 
*Ethel Grossman   20 
*Ruchel Epstein   20 
Josef & Joheved Rubinstein 21 
*Robert Sussman   21 
Jesse Cooper   22 
*Sidney L. Jasper   22 
Ruth Miller   23 
*Joseph Denitz   23 
*Paula Frank   23 
*Lewis Flum   23 
Zeev Holtzer-Hadar  23 
Jean Levin   23 
Max Mandel   24 
Jean Feller   24 

*Celia Karp   25 
*David Phillips   25 
*Edward Schneider  25 
*Rebecca Molovinsky  25 
*Max Rapoport   25 
*Norman Spector   25 
Solomon Abrams   26 
Stephen Weinrach  27 
Taylor Cooper   27 
Celia Grossbard   27 
*Isie Schneider   27 
Charlotte Mandel   28 
Emanuel Roth   29 
*Pauline Cohen   30 
*Hessey Epstein   30 
*Solomon Schwartz  30 
 

MAY 
 

*Azek Segel   1 
*Sussman Levine   3 
*Thomas Epstein   3 
Jacob Gittleman   4 
Henrietta Levin Skepton  4 
Julius Miller   5 
*Bernard Saul Notis  5 
*Irving W. Wasserman  5 
*Anna Brody   5 
*Rose Berkowitz   6 
*Sadie Sherman   6 
*Florence Jacobson  7 
*Irving Benzel   7 
*David Kuba   9 
Herman R. Puff   10 
*Sarah Twersky   11 
*Tzvi Bleicher   11 
*Morris Ratarsky   11 
*Leo Ritter   11 
Harold Fox   12 
Sol Fink    12 
*Olga Katz   13 
Milton Goldman   14 
*Olga Ritter   15 
*Meyer Sharfman  15 

*Ida Cherlin   15 
*Max Rosenberg   15 
Marion Davidson   17 
Freda Schochet   17 
*Josephine Hirsch  23 
*Clement S. Schifreen  18 
*Yehoshua Weiss  18 
*Esther Chana Weiss  18 
*Frederick L. Herman  19 
Judith Greenberg   19 
*Joseph Rosenberg  19 
Marshall D. Hallman  19 
*Rose Rosenberg   20 
*Louis Grossman   20 
*Emanuel Gevirtz  21 
*Hermina Gevirtz  21 
Annie Schwartz   22 
*Max Flaxgold   23 
*Alex Farber   23 
Lola Eichenwald   23 
Carola Eichenwald  24 
*Ethel Jacobson   24 
Louis Weingrod   24 
Harvey Cohen   25 
*Sam Jaffie   25 
Bertha Klein   25 
*Dorothy Roth   26 
Yetta Buck   26 
*Jennie Miller   27 
*Simon Mogul   27 
Marjorie Teplitz   27 
*David Gabriel   27 
Dorothy Fox   29 
*David Miller   29 
*Celia Schmier   29 
*Samuel Fox   29 
*George Phillips   30 
*Ida Rosenberg   30 
*Emil Jaegendorf   31 
*Monroe Judd   31 
 
*Honored with a memorial plaque in our 
synagogue. 


