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Allentown, Pennsylvania 

Chanukah begins 
with the lighting of 
the first flame on 
Sunday evening,   
December 21st, at  
5:05 p.m. or later. 
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ABBI’S MESSAGE 
 

Sports, Greek and Jewish 
 
As a child, I had a love-hate 
relationship with sports: 

 

Love: I greatly admired the blood-
and-guts determination of the New 
York Rangers and the  New York 
Jets. 
 

Hate: I knew I would never skate 
like Mark Pavelich, stop a puck 
like Eddie Mio, sack a quarterback 
like Mark Gastineau or run like 
Freeman McNeil. 
 

Love: The Olympic ideal of non-
partisan sportsmanship, packaged 
and marketed with due glitz, 
attracted me. 
 

Hate:  I learned that  the 
hellenization of Jews in the years 
before the Chanukah miracle 
included assimilation to be able to 
compete in the Greek Olympic 
games. 
  
This last point - identifying sports 
with Greek assimilation - is more 
complex than it at first seems. 
Certainly, participation in today's 
professional sports (Sandy Koufax 
s i t t i n g  o u t  Yom K ip pu r 
n o t w i t h s t an d i n g )  r eq u i r es 
compromises in Jewish practice, 
but is athletic competition 
inherently anti-Jewish? 
  
To me, the answer is No: Athletic 
competition can be in keeping with 
Judaism. The problem the Jews 
faced in the days of Chanukah was 
founded in the ideals which 
underlay Greek sport. 
  
Greek citizens considered sports a 
central element of their society, a 
mark distinguishing them from 
"barbarian" societies. Sports 

shaped everything from Greek 
medicine to Greek art. However, 
Jews of that day also engaged in 
athletics. Talmudic tradition 
emphasized the need to preserve 
the body in proper condition and to 
enjoy its pleasures as a gift from 
Gd. Tanach includes descriptions 
of athletic feats like strength 
competitions and ball games. The 
Talmud does weigh in against 
f r ivol i ty of  athlet ics and 
competition, but not to the extent 
of condemning sport in general. 

Jews and Greeks differed, of 
course, in the way they engaged in 
sport, but the real disagreement, 
and the issue of hellenization, was 
in the underlying philosophy, the 
why of sport. 
  
As D.G.A. Lowe explained in his 
book, Athletics, the Greek 
believed in the ideal of the perfect 
man, who could elevate himself to 
the level of the gods. By dint of 
talent and training, a citizen earned 
his right to be free, as well as to 
rule. Life became an athletic 
competition with the purpose of 
achieving supremacy over one's 
peers, along the way to developing 
a healthy mind in a healthy body, 
and becoming a disciplined, 
virtuous citizen of the democracy. 

Identifying sports Identifying sports Identifying sports Identifying sports 
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It is true that the Greeks linked 
their sports and their gods (Zeus, 
Nike and others), but the 
fundamental goal was the 
perfection and glorification of man. 
 
To the Jew, on the other hand, 
athletics are a means of honoring 
Gd. We are taught that Gd gave us 
this body and this life, and that we 
should express our gratitude. 
Whether we do this by preserving 
the body or by enjoying it, the 
focus is upon Gd rather than upon 
ourselves—and therein lies a 
message central to Chanukah. 
 
The battle of the Chashmonaim 
was not about liberation from 
Greek political control, about 
autonomy and freedom of 
determination and other modern 
ideals which are frequently retro-
fitted into the story. Rather, the 
Chashmonaim rallied around the 
cry, “Who is for Gd? Stand with 
me!” 
 
Similarly, the battle against sport 
was not a battle against athletics, 
but rather a battle against the 
glorification of the physical, and a 
battle for glorification of Gd. 
 
This is why Chanukah is viewed as 
a success and a miracle despite the 
fact that the autonomy gained in 
that rebellion was fleeting. The 
point was not political self-
direction, so much as it was the 
ability of the Jew to worship Gd 
and practice Judaism in freedom. 
We retained this right long after the 
Greeks were gone. 
 
The Greeks are long gone, but the 
rallying cry remains, in the study 
hall as well as the sports arena: 
“Who is for Gd? Stand with me!” 



Congregation Sons of Israel’s Newsletter Page 3 

 
RESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

By Dr. Michael Notis 

 
Menorah or Chanukiah? 
 
The history of the Menorah 
begins with the Biblical artisan, 
Bezalel, who created the first    
six-branched lamp for use in the 
First Temple.  It is described in the 
book of Exodus and in the Talmud. 
It had six branches that stemmed 
out of one main post and was made 
from one solid block of pure gold. 
Examples are still found in the 
mosa ic  f loo r  o f  anc ien t 
synagogues in Tzipori, Tiberias 
and Jericho. 
 
The First Temple was built by 
King Solomon in approximately 
1000 B.C.E.  In the Temple stood 
not one but ten of these great 
objects. They stood intact for four 
hundred years until 586 B.C.E, 
when Nevudchadnezzer, king of 
Babylon, destroyed the temple and 
all it contained. 
 
Seventy years later the Second 
Temple was built. After it was 
completed, a new menorah was 
created and placed inside – this 
time there was only a single one 
made of gold.  The Second Temple 
stood for 400 years, until the year 
168 B.C.E when the Greek army 
desecrated it. Antiochus, the Greek 
king, outlawed Jewish rituals and 
ordered the Jews to worship Greek 
gods.  Some Jews were afraid of 
the Greek soldiers and obeyed 
them, but most were angry and 
eventually decided to fight back. 
At 167 B.C.E fighting began in 
Modiin, a village not far from 
Jerusalem.  Led by the courageous 

Mattathias and his sons, the Jews 
fought for over three years. After 
the first year, Mattathias died, his 
son Judah Maccabee took charge 
of the growing army.  Although 
the Jews were outnumbered their 
determination eventually led them 
to victory – they defeated the 
Greek army against all odds! 
 
After their great victory, in the 
year 165 B.C.E. Judah Maccabee 
and his soldiers went to the holy 
Temple, where they found that 
many things were missing or 
broken, including the golden 
menorah. They repaired and 
purified the Temple, and after 
completing the task they decided 
to have a dedication ceremony and 
light the great lamp. They looked 
everywhere for oil, but found only 
a small flask that contained 
enough oil to produce light for a 
single day. Miraculously, this oil 
lasted for eight days, giving them 
enough time to obtain new oil to 
keep the menorah lit. 
 
In 70 C.E. the Temple was 
destroyed again, this time by the 
Romans. Titus, the Roman 
general, placed Jerusalem under 
siege, captured it and put it to the 
torch.  He seized the gold menorah 
and other valuables from the 
Temple and displayed them in his 
the parade of triumph. This parade 
was later commemorated in an 
embossment on the Gate of Titus 
built in Rome. It depicts the 
humiliated Jewish captives forced 
to carry the menorah as a symbol 
of their defeat.  
 
Following the destruction of the 
Temple, the menorah became an 
important symbol of remembrance 
in Jewish history. It is a reminder 

of the sovereignty of the Temple. 
Today Jews celebrate Hanukkah as 
a commemoration of the triumph 
of the Maccabees.  Every night for 
eight nights, we light candles in a 
menorah, thus commemorating the 
eight-day miracle. In order to 
preserve the holiness of the 
original menorah that stood in the 
Temple, our Rabbis forbade the 
use of an exact replica of the seven 
branched menorah (TB Rosh 
Hashanah 24a, Shulchan Aruch 
Yoreh De'ah 141:8) . This is why 
today, candles are lit in an eight 
branched menorah (plus a  
“shamash”) called a Chanukiah to 
differentiate it from the seven-
branched Menorah of the Temple.  
 

Save the 
Date! 

 

This Year’s 
Purim Gala 

Honors 
 

Susan 
& 

Arthur 
Hochhauser 

 
Saturday 

night 
March 7th 
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ISTERHOOD MESSAGE 
 

By Miriam Kiss 
 
As Time Goes By 
 
In the last issue of HaModi’a, we 
began discussion of the Babylonian 
names which we adopted for the 
months of the Jewish calendar. 
 
Although most Jewish calendars now 
begin with Tishri, whose name means 
“beginning,” we still count it as the 
seventh month following Nisan 
(Abib), which Gd commanded us to 
honor as the first month of the Jewish 
year. 
 
Tishri is followed by Kheshvan, 
whose Babylonian name means 
“eighth.” It is worth noting, however, 
that the numbers seven and eight have 
special significance in Jewish 
tradition. Seven represents the natural 
cycle of time, which Gd established 
when He created the world and has 
maintained ever since. The number 
eight symbolizes miraculous events 
for which Gd interrupts or bypasses 
this cycle. 
 
In Kheshvan, the miraculous event of 
the universal flood was ended, and 
Noah came out of the ark on the 28th 
day. He then built an altar, where he 
sacrificed some of each species of 
clean bird and animal to Gd. 
 
Gd looked favorably upon Noah’s 
sacrifice and made a covenant with 
him early in the ninth month, Kislev, 
whose name means “security” or 
“trust.” Noah and his descendants 
would thenceforth see the rainbow in 
the sky as the sign of this covenant, 
and know that they could feel secure 
in Gd’s promise that he would never 
again destroy all life by water. 
 
On the 25th of Kislev, we also begin 
the celebration of Chanukah. The 

victory of the Maccabees, a small 
band of dedicated Jewish warriors, 
over the much greater forces of the 
Syrian Greek empire, reminds us that 
our security depends not on the 
number of troops we have on the 
ground, but on the will of the One 
above. 
 
Chanukah is celebrated for eight 
days, not only to commemorate the 
well known miracle of a small cruse 
of oil that burned, contrary to the 
laws of physics, for seven days 
longer than it should have, but also in 
tribute to those of our ancestors who 
heroically continued to circumcise 
their sons on the eighth day of life. In 
their determination to Hellenize the 
Jews, the Syrian Greeks had decreed 
the death penalty for keeping the 
covenant of circumcision, observing 
Shabbat and sanctifying the New 
Moon. 
 
Chanukah ends during the 10th 
month, Tevet, whose name is cognate 
with Hebrew Tov and means “good.” 
The last day of Chanukah is called 
“Zot Chanukah” because the Torah 
portion read on that day ends with the 
words “zot Chanukat hamizbeach 
(this is the dedication of the altar).” It 
is considered to be parallel to 
Shemini Atzeret, and like Shemini 
Atzeret, to embody the concentrated 
good of all seven preceding festival 
days. 
 
Tevet may be read as Tovot spelled 
defectively (without both vav’s), in 
which case it becomes a plural noun 
meaning “good things” or “favors.” 
At first glance, it may be difficult to 
perceive what good things, other than 
the culmination of the Chanukah 
festival, were bestowed upon us 
during this month. 
 
Pious individuals fast on the eighth 
of Tevet, because it was on that day 
that Pharoah Ptolemy Philadelphus 
commanded that the Torah be 

translated into Greek, and they fear 
that its precepts cannot be accurately 
represented in any language other than 
Hebrew. They also fast on the ninth of 
Tevet, because that was day when both 
Ezra the Scribe and Nehemiah, who 
had led our ancestors home from the 
Babylonian captivity, met their deaths. 
 
The tenth of Tevet is a communal fast, 
because it was on that day that 
Nebuchadnezzar first swooped down 
on Jerusalem and began carrying away 
our best and brightest young men. But 
as surely as Gd turned Bilam’s curses 
into blessings before they could leave 
his mouth, so He also changed the 
intended harm of our Babylonian 
captors into a double blessing. 
 
Although they had tried at first to 
convert the captured Jews to idol 
worship, the Babylonians met with 
stiff, unbending resistance. Unlike the 
Egyptians, who could not lift 
themselves up out of darkness, the 
Babylonians at last saw the light, and 
realized that the Jews could be good, 
productive citizens, even if they kept 
their own religion. Then they reversed 
their previous policy, not only 
tolerating Jewish religious practice but 
also allowing great academies of 
Jewish learning to be built. Thanks to 
this wise decision, we now have the 
multiplied blessings of two Talmuds, 
the better to help us comprehend and 
observe the Oral Law. It should also 
be noted that the Talmud compiled in 
Babylon is considered superior in 
some respects to that compiled in 
Jerusalem; namely, the Babylonian 
Talmud is much longer and better 
organized. 
 
Our discussion of the Babylonian 
names adopted for the Jewish months, 
and their significance to ourselves and 
our ancestors, will be continued in the 
next HaModi’a. 
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OOKING CORNER 
 

with Regina Brenner 
 
Chanukah brings forth visions of 
candles burning brightly and latkes 
sizzling in the frying pan.  Most of 
us have favorite recipes we tend to 
make for this holiday.  While    
looking for something different, I 
came across various recipes for 
homemade applesauce.  What can 
be better to eat with latkes, than  
applesauce made from scratch, 
redolent with cinnamon, nutmeg or 
other favorite spices?  Below is an 
easy-to-make applesauce recipe 
which will please the whole family.   
 
Have a bright Chanukah, as well as 
a bright year. 
 
APPLESAUCE 
 
Yield:  5 cups 
Time: 1 1/2 hours 
 
Tools:  
knife 
apple corer 
large, non-reactive pot 
long-handled wooden spoon 
colander or vegetable mill  with 
large holes (optional) 
 
Ingredients:  
5 lbs. apples (You can use a single 
variety of apples or an assort-
ment—just make sure they are 
fresh and flavorful.) 
3 cups water 
2 tsp. cinnamon 
1 tsp. nutmeg 
2-4 T. brown sugar or honey 
 
Directions: 
Wash, quarter, and core the apples, 
then place in pot with water and 

spices. Bring to a boil, lower heat, 
and simmer,    stirring frequently, 
for 1 1/2 hours, until apples are 
soft.  Add 2 T. brown sugar, taste, 
adjust seasonings. 
 
If you would like to remove the 
skins, place some of the apple-
sauce in colander or vegetable mill 
and push through. 
 
Serve warm or cold. 
 
(Adapted from The New  Vegetarian 
Epicure: Menus for family and 
friends, by Anna  Thomas.) 
 

AR MITZVAH OF     
JORDAN KEMP 

FEBRUARY 7TH 2009 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello, my name is Jordan Kemp. I 
am 13 years old and now a Bar  
Mitzvah. I enjoy playing video 
games, chatting online, playing    
guitar, reading, sports, and of course, 
following the path of my ancestors as 
a Jew. I was born on January 28, 
1996, and since I was about 3, I have 
been studying my  religion.  
 
I started out in Hebrew school at   
Temple Beth El, but later attended 
the Jewish Day School for            
Kindergarten through 5th, where I 
learned all of the great subjects from 
academics to my religion. Now, and 
since I was 6, I have been going to 
Congregation Sons of Israel, where 
on most weekends I spend my   
Shabbat. Now I am going to      
Kutztown Area Middle School where 
I still practice Judaism, and       
sometimes go to shul.  
 
I truly miss all of the great times I 
had at the Day School learning about 
all of the holidays, most of the 
Parsheot, and doing all of the great 
extracurricular activities. I can't     
forget all of the strong bonds I made 
with my past classmates. I am greatly 
honored I could have this Bar    
Mitzvah, and reconnect with all that 
might have been lost. Thank you. 
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◊ Check out our  �����

�
��� before you hit 
the big stores for 
your  Chanukah 
shopping.  And if 
you don’t see what 
you are looking for, 
browse through our 
catalogue.  Orders 
are usually shipped 
to us in just a few 
days.   

 
◊ Our ��
	� �	����� is 

stocked year round.  
A bottle of wine 
makes a great gift! 

 
◊ ��������� ���
�  

and �	�����
��� Gift 
Cards from our of-
fice before you shop.  
We receive 5% cash 
back on every dollar 
you spend.  
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AWS OF CHANUKAH 
 

 

WHO MAY LIGHT 
 
1.  Every Jewish man and woman must 
kindle Chanukah lights. Even the poor must 
try to kindle at least one light each night.  
 

2.  To publicly proclaim the miracle of 
Chanukah, the lights are kindled by the head 
of the family in the presence of the entire 
household.  The household members may 
fulfill their mitzvah with head of the family, 
by listening to his blessings and answering 
"Amen."  (If they hear the blessings but 
neglect to answer "Amen," the mitzvah is 
still fulfilled.)  It is proper practice for the 
young to light, familiarizing themselves with 
the Mitzvah. 
 

3.  If one does not know how to recite the 
blessings, someone else may recite them for 
him (even if this person has already said the 
blessings on his own lights).  The person 
hearing the blessings should answer "Amen," 
and then kindle the lights.  
 

4.  If a member of the household (who lives 
and eats there) is out when the lights are 
kindled, he has nevertheless fulfilled his 
mitzvah since the family head surely lit for 
him, too.  
 

5.  If one is living temporarily away from 
home, such as in a hotel, dormitory, or with 
relatives or friends, and no one lights for him 
at home, he must make arrangements to light 
for himself. If he has his own bedroom away 
from home, he should light there.  If not, he 
should pay for a part of the oil or candles and 
fulfill the mitzvah when the hotel owner or 
his host kindles.  
 

6.  A minor may not kindle the lights for 
others. 
 

WHERE TO LIGHT 
 
7.  To publicly proclaim the miracle of 
Chanukah, one kindles the lights outside, 
near the left side of the front door, opposite 
the mezuzah. To distinguish these lights 
from ordinary lamps, one should place them 
at a height of at least three handbreadths 
(10.8 in.) from the floor. Properly, they 
should stand between three and ten 
handbreadths (36 in.) high.  If this height is      
hazardous, one may place the Menorah 
higher than this. 
 

8. On an upper floor, the lights are kindled at 
the right side of the window facing a public 

thoroughfare. 
9.  Do not light the lamps while holding the 
Menorah.  The lamps should not be moved 
after lighting. 
 

WHEN TO LIGHT 
 

10.  Chanukah lights should be kindled 
directly after the Maariv (evening) service, 
15 minutes before nightfall -- when the stars 
appear. This is 5:05 PM this year. One may 
not do any work or even study Torah once 
the time for lighting has arrived.  
 

11.  The lights must burn until at least half 
an hour after nightfall.  Therefore, one who 
kindles before the stars appear should make 
sure there is enough oil or wax to burn until 
a half hour after nightfall.  
 

12.  If the lights were not kindled at 
nightfall, try to light them within one half 
hour afterwards.  If necessary, one may 
light until the crack of dawn.  If one is 
lighting very late and no one outside will 
see the burning lamps, he should awaken 
someone in the house and kindle the lights,  
with the blessings.  If waking someone is 
not possible, one should light without the 
blessings; the primary purpose of the 
lighting is to publicize the Chanukah 
miracle to others.  
 

13.  Even one who completely forgot to 
light one evening, should light on the rest of 
the evenings as usual.  
 

14. Even if the lights are blown out, one has 
still fulfilled the mitzvah.  Nevertheless, one 
should re-light them without the blessings.  
Lights may not be placed where they will be 
blown out easily.   
 
15. When lighting Chanukah candles Friday 
evening, light the Menorah before lighting 
Shabbos candles. Make sure that there is 
enough oil in the Menorah to burn at least 
1/2 hour after nightfall (approximately 1-
1/2 hours from the time of Shabbos candle-
lighting). Those who use a thin-candle Me-
norah for the other nights should use thick 
Shabbos-type candles on Friday evening. 
 

WHAT TO LIGHT 
 

16.  All oils and waxes may be used for 
Chanukah lights. First choice, however, is 
olive oil; the miracle of Chanukah involved 
olive oil.  There must be enough fuel to 
burn until the requisite half hour after 
nightfall.  
 

17.  After the lights burn out, the remains of 
the oil and the wicks may not be used.  
They should be burnt.  One who specifies 
his intention to use the leftover wicks and 

oil, before kindling the lights, may use the 
leftover fuel after Chanukah.  
18. It is praiseworthy to light as beautiful a 
Menorah as one can afford. 
 

HOW TO LIGHT 
 
19.  On the first night recite three blessings:  
" ... asher kideshonu bemitzvosov vetzivonu 
lehadlik ner shel Chanukah"; "... she'osah 
nissim la'avoseinu...", and Shehechiyanu.  
These blessings may be found in a standard 
Artscroll Siddur. One recites Shehechiyanu 
only on the first night he lights candles. 
 

20. If one inadvertently began to kindle the 
lights without reciting the blessings, and a 
light remains to be lit, he may still recite the 
blessings before kindling that light.  If he has 
lit them all, he should recite only “She'osah 
Nissim.” 
 
21. After kindling the first light, say 
“Haneros Halolu” while lighting the 
remainder.  If it is more convenient, one may 
recite it after completing all the lights.  
 

22.  On the first night, the rightmost lamp of 
the Menorah is lit.  On subsequent nights the 
proper number of lamps are prepared in the 
rightmost positions.  When lighting, the 
leftmost lamp (the one that has been added 
for that evening) is lit first, and then the rest 
of the lamps are lit moving towards the right.  
If your family has a different custom 
regarding the order of lighting and 
positioning, follow your family tradition.  
 

23.  One may not use the Chanukah lights for 
any purpose at all, even for the study of 
Torah.  Therefore, it is customary to use an 
extra lamp or candle, the Shamash -- from 
which to light the Chanukah Menorah and to 
place it next to the Chanukah lights as a light 
for use.  However, it is important to place the 
Shamash far away from the other candles, 
lest people become confused as to which 
night of Chanukah it is (thinking the Shamos 
is one of the regular candles). 
 

LIGHTING IN THE SYNAGOGUE 
 
24.  The Chanukah lamps are lit in the 
synagogue in a prominent location near the 
southern wall, because the Menorah in the 
Holy Temple was located near the southern 
wall.  The person saying the blessings in the 
synagogue repeats them when he lights at 
home.  If he has no family and lights alone, 
he says the first two blessings but does not 
repeat the Shehecheyanu. Some communities 
kindle Chanukah lights in the synagogue 
every morning without reciting the blessings.  
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Barbara & David Sussman 
Robert & Abigail Gross 
Barry & Carol Halper 
 
In honor of Rose Ackerman’s special 
birthday 
Joan Lichtenstein 
 
In memory of Herbert Lebovitz 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
 
In honor of Anna Herman’s newborn 
granddaughter 
Barbara & David Sussman 
 
To Ed & Beth Posner in honor of Ari & 
Kirsten’s marriage 
Barbara & David Sussman 
 
In honor of the birth of Miriam Leah 
Wiener 
Barbara & David Sussman 
 
In honor of Elaine Atlas for her dedication 
to the tallis weaving project 
Barbara & David Sussman 
 
A speedy recovery to Joe Aflalo 
Regina Brenner 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
Marcel & Sharon Guindine 
Jeff & Jill Blinder 
 
To Judy & Marc Diamondstein in honor of 
Molly’s Bat Mitzvah 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
 
In honor of the birth of Talya Chasiba 
Yablonski 
Barry & Carol Halper 
 
In honor of the birth of Phillip & Margie 
Vigneri’s granddaughter, Yael Chana 
Barry & Carol Halper 
 
In memory of Angelique Knafo’s beloved 
father 
Cooky & Mike Notis 
 
In memory of James and Jonathan Kline’s 
beloved father 
Joan Lichtenstein 
 
In memory of Helen Krawitz 
Cooky & Mike Notis 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
Peter & Karen Cooper 
Larry & Patricia Turoscy 
Mark & Alice Notis 

 
 
 

OUR DONATIONS 
 

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND 
 
In memory of Stanley Benzel’s beloved 
brother 
Arthur & Susan Hochhauser 
 
In honor of Lee Sussman’s marriage to Sara 
Narins 
Arthur & Susan Hochhauser 
 
In memory of Arielle Miller’s beloved 
grandmother, Annie 
Debbie Ovitz 
 
GENERAL FUND 
 
In memory of Stanley Benzel’s beloved 
brother 
Jeff & Jill Blinder 
 
In memory of Nancy Gevirtz 
Regina Brenner 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
 
In honor of Howie Miller’s marriage to 
Lindsey Crystal 
Stan & Vicki Wax 
 
To Barry & Carol Halper in honor of Alex & 
Emily’s engagement 
Stan & Vicki Wax 
Diane & Gary Miller 
 
In memory of Carol Ann Mellner 
Cooky & Mike Notis 
 
To Susan & Arthur Hochhauser in memory 
of their beloved Aunt Annie 
Barbara & Arthur Weinrach 
Ed & Beth Posner 
 
In memory of Susan Tenzer 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
Cooky & Mike Notis 
Ed & Beth Posner 
 
In memory of Perry Shertz 
Howard & Gladys Morgenstein 
 
In honor of Rabbi Torczyner 
Ari Mittleman 
 
In honor of Benjamin Brenner’s Bar Mitzvah 
Joan Lichtenstein 
Ed & Beth Posner 

Yasher Koach — Thank You for Your Thoughtfulness! 
Arlene & Richard Stein 
The Ho Family & Hunan Springs Restaurant 
Stuart & Susan Shmookler 
 
In honor of the birth of Chet & Phyllis 
Ringel’s granddaughters, Jacklyn & Chloe 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
Cooky & Mike Notis 
 
In honor of Mickey & Eileen Ufberg’s 
newborn grandchildren 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
Cooky & Mike Notis 
 
In memory of Paul Ptalis 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
 
In memory of Ellen Cohen 
Clive & Jeannette Byala 
 
KIDDUSH FUND 
 
In honor of Elie Schochet for passing his 
written surgical boards 
Moshe & Lisa Markowitz 
 
In honor of the birth of Leah Hadassah 
Boonswang 
Moshe & Lisa Markowitz 
 
A thank you to Alex Rosenau for all his help 
Marcia Schechter 
 
A thank you to Alice Notis for all her help 
Marcia Schechter 
 
A speedy recovery to Joe Aflalo 
Ralph Weiner and Naomi Segel 
 
In memory of Murray Milkman’s beloved 
sister-in-law, Libby 
Cooky & Mike Notis 
 
In memory of Helen Krawitz 
Ralph Weiner and Naomi Segel 
 
LIBRARY FUND 
 
In honor of Rachel Level’s Bat Mitzvah 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In honor of Howie Miller’s marriage to Lindsay 
Crystal 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In memory of Stanley Benzel’s beloved brother 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In memory of Nancy Gevirtz 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
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MOTY HORNSTEIN ENDOWMENT  
 
In honor of Amichai Pinchuck’s Bar 
Mitzvah 
Alex & Vera Hornstein 
 
In memory of Moty Hornstein on the 
occasion of his yahrzeit 
Thomas & Edna Krausz 
 
In honor of Benjamin Brenner’s Bar 
Mitzvah 
Rose Breuer 
Alex & Vera Hornstein 
Ira & Erica Robbins 
 
In honor of Rose Ackerman’s special 
birthday 
Ira & Erica Robbins 
 
In memory of Susan Tenzer 
Alex & Vera Hornstein 
 
In honor of the birth of Mickey & Eileen 
Ufberg’s granddaughter, Eden Ruth 
Alex & Vera Hornstein 
 
To Roger & Arlene Nagel in honor of his 
mother’s 90th. birthday 
Judith & Jason Saranga 
 
PRAYER BOOK FUND 
 
In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Michael Aaronson’s 
50th. wedding anniversary 
Cantor Joseph Bach 
 
RABBI’S BENEVOLENT FUND 
 
In honor of Cooky & Mike Notis’s 49th. 
wedding anniversary 
Murray Milkman 
 
In honor of Dr. Henry Grossbard 
Jake Vigneri 
 
In memory of Joe Rosenblatt 
Joel & Lynn Goldstein 
 
In memory of Esther Sandorfy 
Moshe & Lisa Markowitz 
 
In memory of Avigdor HaCohen ben Yakov 
Arye 
Moshe & Lisa Markowitz 
 
To Barry & Carol Halper in honor of Alex’s 
engagement to Emily 
Joan & Izzy Brody 

Much happiness to the Krizel family in their 
new home 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In memory of Joe Rosenblatt 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
To Barry & Carol Halper in honor of Alex’s 
engagement to Emily 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In memory of Susan Tenzer 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In honor of the birth of Mickey & Eileen 
Ufberg’s granddaughter, Eden Ruth 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In memory of David Eiskowitz’s beloved 
mother 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In honor of Benjamin Brenner’s Bar Mitzvah 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In honor of Aaron Belman’s Bar Mitzvah 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
A speedy recovery to Joe Aflalo 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In honor of the birth of Talya Chasiba 
Yablonski 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In honor of the birth of Phillip & Margie 
Vigneri’s granddaughter, Yael Chana 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In memory of Angelique and Jerry Knafo’s 
beloved father 
Sandra Skepton-Dror & Family 
 
In honor of Rabbi & Caren Torczyner’s 
newborn nephew, Yehudah Yonah 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In memory of Helen Krawitz 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In memory of Angelique Knafo’s beloved father 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In honor of Mickey & Eileen Ufberg’s newborn 
grandchildren 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In honor of the birth of Chet & Phyllis Ringel’s 
granddaughters, Jacklyn & Chloe 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 
 
In honor of Philippe Renaud on becoming a    
U.S. Citizen. 
Jay & Lorrie Scherline 

In memory of Herbert Lebovitz 
Joe & Carole Aflalo 
 
In memory of Ofer Cohen’s beloved 
grandfather 
Ralph & Anna Mae Grossman 
 
In honor of Lee Sussman’s marriage to Sara 
Narins 
The Smooha Family 
 
In memory of Susan Tenzer 
The entire Jasper family 
 
In honor of Benjamin Brenner’s Bar 
Mitzvah 
Holmes & Jeannie Miller 
 
In honor of Rose Ackerman’s special 
birthday 
Cooky & Mike Notis 
Nina Jackson 
 
A speedy recovery to Joe Aflalo 
Murray Milkman 
The entire Jasper family 
Norman & Cindy Sussman 
 
In memory of Helen Krawitz 
Josef & Bella Krakauer 
Roberta & Jeff Epstein 
 
YOUTH FUND 
 
In memory of Nancy Gevirtz 
The Simons 
 
In memory of Carol Ann Mellner 
The Simons 
 
In memory of Susan Tenzer 
The Simons 
 
In memory of David Eiskowitz’s beloved 
mother 
The Simons 
 
In honor of Benjamin Brenner’s Bar 
Mitzvah 
Ron & Melissa Stein 
Jan, Glenn, Noah & Naomi Ehrich 
Moshe & Lisa Markowitz 
 
To Mickey & Eileen Ufberg in honor of all 
their blessings 
Suzanne Lapiduss 
 
A speedy recovery to Joan Lichtenstein 
The Simons 

Yasher Koach — Thank You for Your Thoughtfulness! 



Congregation Sons of Israel’s Newsletter Page 9 

CLAYTON HYMAN MEMORIAL 
FUND 
 
In honor of Benjamin Brenner’s Bar 
Mitzvah 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Hyman 
 

 
 
UT OF OUR MAILBAG 
 

Dear Rabbi Torczyner, 
 
Thank you so much for hosting us 
for Simchas Torah.  We really 
enjoyed spending the chag in your 
community.  All the families were 
so friendly and warm from the 
people we stayed with to the 
people who provided meals.  It 
was a wonderful experience. 
 
Thank you, 
Torah Tours 
 

* * * * 
 
Dear Rabbi Torczyner, 
 
Thank you for your generous 
donation of $125 to our 
emergency Food Pantry to help 
make people’s Thanksgiving more 
enjoyable. 
 
People count on JFS’s food 
pantry.  In 2007, our pantry 
distributed food, diapers and 
personal care items to 84 families, 
including 63 children, 108 adults 
under the age of 65 and 21 adults 
over the age of 65.  Some use the 
food pantry once or twice during 
the year perhaps due to sudden 
family crises such as the loss of a 
job or unexpected health 
difficulty.  Others use the pantry 
more frequently, requesting food 
assistance so that their limited 

In honor of Rose Ackerman’s special 
birthday 
The Simons 
 
A speedy recovery to Joe Aflalo 
The Simons 
 
In honor of the birth of Mickey & Eileen 
Ufberg’s grandson, Micah Samuel 
Ron & Melissa Stein 
 
In honor of the birth of Mickey & Eileen 
Ufberg’s granddaughter, Samara Leigh 
Ron & Melissa Stein 
 
In honor of the birth of Talya Chasiba 
Yablonski 
Ron & Melissa Stein 
 
In memory of Helen Krawitz 
Ron & Melissa Stein 
The Simons 
Randi & Gershon Spiegelman 
 
In memory of Angelique and Jerry Knafo’s 
beloved father 
The Simons 
 
In memory of Angelique Knafo’s beloved 
father 
Randi & Gershon Spiegelman 
 
MEL BESEN ENDOWMENT FUND 
 
In memory of Nancy Gevirtz 
Elaine Atlas 
 
In honor of Ida Gold’s 100th. birthday 
Elaine Atlas 
 
In honor of Benjamin Brenner’s Bar 
Mitzvah 
Sandra & Seymour Preis 
Howard & Gladys Morgenstein 
 
A speedy recovery to Joan Lichtenstein 
Howard & Gladys Morgenstein 
 
A speedy recovery to Joe Aflalo 
Howard & Gladys Morgenstein 
Helen Besen 
Sandra & Seymour Preis 
Elaine Atlas 
 
In honor of Rose Ackerman’s special 
birthday 
Howard & Gladys Morgenstein 
 
 

funds will last through the end of 
the month. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Phyllis Ringel, PhD 
Executive Director 
Jewish Family Services 
 

* * * * 
 

Dear Rabbi, April, Regina, Judy & 
Marcel, 
 
Thank you so much for your over-
the-top courtesy in hosting our 
precinct team on an incredibly 
busy 81 percent turnout day. 
 
We had fears of starving during the 
long day, but CSOI provided us 
with food worthy of fine caterers. 
 
On behalf of all of us — we are 
grateful. 
 
Yours truly, 
Mark Blass 
(Judge of Election/17-3) 
 

* * * * 

Yasher Koach — Thank You for Your Thoughtfulness! 

Ida Gold on her 100th. birthday. 
Mazel Tov! 
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FEBRUARY 
 
Joseph Kiss   1 
Irving Feldman   1 
Sylvia Roth   1 
*Dr. Daniel Ufberg  1 
Ilona Hornstein   2 
*Hedy Reiss   2 
*Goldie Baringoldz  3 
*Rae Kurland   4 
*Elaine Segel   4 
*William Feder   4 
Bruce Fainblatt   5 
Alex Blank   5 
*Irving Fluxgold   5 
Joseph Lazar   7 
Ruth L. Fink   7 
*Samuel Simon   8 
*Lena Levin   9 
Kusiel David Ovitz  9 
*Hannah M. Sussman  10 
*Sure Ruchel Greenwald  10 
*Andrew Grossman  10 
Hyman Miller   10 
Edith Siegel   11 
*Minnie Scherman  11 
*Jean Rose Kaufman  11 
*Albert Segel   11 
*Beril Bleicher   11 
*Ruth Irene Molovinsky  11 
*David Becker   11 
Hedwig Eichenwald  11 
David Heyman   11 
Rose Netsky   12 
Leo Theodore   12 
*Ella R. Caplan   12 
*Phillip Getz   13 
*A. Harry Glazier  13 
*Rose Benzel   13 
*Sarah Siegel   13 
Rae Alpert   14 
*Benjamin Plotkin  15 
*Harry Zwiebel   16 
Joseph Klermann   16 
*Isadore Baringoldz  16 
*Isaac M. Twerksy  17 
*Rosalia Friedman  17 
Blanka Knie   17 
Robert Fersht   18 
Nathan Feldman   18 
Yudle Gusinsky   18 
Ann Harrison   18 
Samuel Hoffman   18 
Murray Wax   19 
*Ada Segel   20 
*Saul Roth   20 
*Esther Schneider  20 

Sylvia Engel   10 
William Paskowitz  11 
I. Harold Stein   11 
Irvin Rubenstein   12 
*Samuel Greenberg  12 
Joan Miner   12 
*Morris S. Schifreen  12 
Morton Schneider  12 
Norma Dicker   13 
*Herman J. Feder  13 
*Gertrude Rapoport  14 
Sophie Wahrman   14 
*Rose Goldstein   15 
*Rose Aronsky   15 
Louis Kurland   15 
*Betty Badiner   15 
*Ellis Pearlman   15 
*Sarah Feder   16 
Mary Mozes   16 
Bertha Bier   17 
Theodore Cury   17 
*Philip R. Berg   18 
Nat Landau   18 
Lillian Zimmer   18 
Minnie Rubenstein  19 
*Albert Hoffman   19 
*Michael Jackson  19 
*Benjamin Atlas   19 
Helen Blank   20 
Samuel H. Glazier  21 
Harris Gold   21 
Jenny Ovitz   21 
*Samuel G. Mellner  22 
*Samuel Baum   23 
*Jenny Cravits   23 
Louis Rackley Stone  24 
*Irwin Schier   24 
*Jacob Sachs   25 
*Louis Rosenberg  25 
Rose Lesher   25 
*Harry Glickman  25 
*Ben Rosenberg   25 
Eleanor Schneider  26 
Julius Harrison   26 
*Jacob Orkin   26 
*Sadie Waitz   27 
*Mae Gabriel   27 
*Abraham Rockmaker  27 
*Rev. Moshe J. Roth  28 
*Morris Levitt   28 
Alexander Singer  29 
*Rae Sofranscy   29 
Elmer Hyman   29 
*Jacob Becker   29 
*Morris D. Sussman  29 
*Bessie D. Getz   30 
*Louis Stutz   30 
Ida Cooper   31 

AHRZEITS 
 
 

DECEMBER 
 

*Jeanette Kleinman  16 
*Jacob Bloomfield  16 
*Ida Klass   16 
*Max Korie   16 
Samuel Shubinsky  18 
*Louis J. Jacobson  18 
Ida R. Mintz Gross Goldstein 18 
*Sarah Buchwald  18 
*Rachel Smith   18 
*Rabbi Emanuel D. Rothenberg 18 
*Max Badiner   19 
Louis J. Kantziper  19 
*Francis Kurlancheek  19 
*Hattie E. Sachs   20 
Irving Teplitz   21 
*Feiga Cohen Kline  21 
Jennie Zwiebel   22 
Arnold Feuerlicht  22 
*Rose S. Phillips   22 
Abraham Borodach  23 
*Julius Greenberg  23 
Louis Kernis   24 
*Ida Sherr   24 
*Rebeccah Levine  24 
Anna L. Puff   25 
*Joseph Beck   25 
*Bernard Halperin  25 
*Rose Herman   25 
Blossom Schwartz  26 
*Samuel Brody   26 
Sara Livny   26 
Henia Gusinsky   27 
Samuel Harrison   29 
William Bruch   29 
 

JANUARY 
 
*Elie Aflalo   1 
*Aaron Aronsky   1 
Paul Burger   3 
Sam Nathan Mellner  4 
*Sam D. Senderowitz  4 
Milton Levin   6 
*Jacob Mellner   6 
*Mamie Flaxer   7 
Joyce Friedman   7 
Eva Shubinsky   7 
*Philip Helman   7 
*Sonya Rogovin   8 
*Diana Lipschitz   9 
*Arthur Altschuler  9 
*Ben A. Getz   10 
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*Faye Roth                                           20 
*Sarah Getz                                          21 
*Frank Segel                                        22 
*Lewis Mellner                                    22 
*David Miller                                       23 
Anita Slyper                                         23 
*Ella Reibstein                                     23 
*Max Senderowitz                               24 
*Joseph Jacobson                                 24 
*Abraham Senderowitz                        24 
Robert Rosenberg                                25 
Charles Fletcher                                   25 
*Morris Moskowitz                              25 
Rose Gold                                             25 
*Louis Zales                                         25 
*Rose M. Milkman                              25 
Norman Shubinsky                              25 
Isaac Halper                                         26 
*Reuben Rosenberg                             26 
Boris Belkin                                         26 
*Rose Greenspan                                 26 
*Saul Pachter                                       27 
*Isador Spector                                    27 
*Danny Phillips                                    27 
*Bertha Beck                                        28 
*Fannie Orkin                                      28 
*Ruth Rosenau                                     28 
*Jennie Armel                                      28 
*Irene Milkman                                    28 
*Robert Kopyt                                      28 
*Ida Bernstein                                      28 
 
 
*Honored with a memorial plaque in our 
synagogue. 
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Join our  
 

King David  
Society 

�

and help 
keep our shul alive 
for years to come.   

For more 
information,  
please call  

Jay Scherline  
at  

610-437-1100. 

 GOT MUSIC? 
M u s i c  f o r  a l l  o c c a s i o n s .  

Gary Lader - Piano 

Chris Souza - Violin 

10% of proceeds will be donated to Sons of Israel 
when mentioning this ad! 
 

www.pennstrings.com 
610-954-8252 
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Shlock Rock  
at the JCC 

 

Be a part of it - 
And bring a friend! 


